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Ethical Theories
Unit 7.1
Relativism ethical theory asserts that there are no collective valid moral principles. According to this theory, ethical rightness or wrongness differs between societies, and there are no common moral standards that bind people at all time (Vayrynen, 2006). The greatest strength of relativism is that it emphasizes on respect and tolerance of different societies. In fact, relativism is arguably the only moral, practical philosophy in the contemporary following massive migration and subsequent mix of cultures. The greatest weakness of relativism is that it presumes culture as the sole determiner of morality and human life. The weakness of this presumption is that culture cannot be the sole determiner since moral and ethical problems are very complex and can be determined by a number of issues, not just culture. On the flip side, absolutism denotes to when actions are right or wrong from an objective viewpoint and cannot change according to culture (Vayrynen, 2006). The greatest strength of absolutism is that it allows different communities to share universal values and truths since absolutism does not base morality on individual or group preference. Also, absolutism supports a set ethical code that provides a clear moral judgment in a context ethical guidance is required. The greatest weakness of absolutism is that it overlooks cultural diversity since it does not consider individual or group lifestyles. Therefore, arguably, relativism and absolutism theories contradict each other on cultural contexts, when relativism supports a variety of cultures and absolutism supports universal values.
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Unit 7.2
Deontological ethical thought is any system that involves a clear set of rules. It is also known as rule-based or duty-based ethics. The deontological theory supports rules of self-interest as long as they will lead to positive results. The best example of deontological ethical thought is The Ten Commandment in Christianity religion. 
 There are two sub-fields of Kantian ethics: perfect duties and imperfect duties (Hartman, 2016). A perfect duty is very inflexible. For instance, do not sell cannabis to minors, is an excellent example of a perfect duty. In the statement, there is a no middle ground; you either sell cannabis to minors or not sell cannabis to minors. On the other side, imperfect duty is very flexible. For instance, explore the world around you and learn. In this statement, there is a middle ground since people can spend varying amount of time on world exploration and still honour their obligation. The natural law, which is considered as the moral law of jurisprudence asserts that every law should be based on ethics and morality (Vayrynen, 2006). In other words, natural law is founded on what is regarded as correct. Humans apply this law through the application of the rule of reason to choose to judge what is right and what is wrong. Divine Command theory is an ethical theory which judges whether an action is good or bad basing it on God commandment. The similarity between the three schools of thoughts is that a set of rules influences the morality of an action. In Kantian ethics, an action is supported if it is positive to the welfare of human beings; work policies are best examples of Kantian theory. In natural law, action is judged as morally good if it is based is correct; a constitution serves as the guiding tool of natural law. Finally, in Divine command theory, moral is based on being good if it is according to God commandment; a bible is an excellent example of a tool that judges moral ethics in this theory.
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